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CMS PTO General Meeting  

October 24, 2019 
 

 
Meeting attendants: 
Meredith Alley, Holly Chatelain, Brigette Denning, Carrie Eichenberger, Bethany 
Friedlander, Gerry Hodne, Darcy Kinnersley, Julie Kurland, Kate Linden,  
Jerri Martin, Alyssa Maynard, Jen McDonnell, Candice McElyea, Katrin Mezger, and 
Virginia Russell.  The sign-in sheet is Attachment 1. 
The agenda is Attachment 2. 
   
Darcy called the meeting to order at 12:08. 
 
1.  Welcome 
 
2.  Meredith Alley: Secretary’s Report. 
Meredith called to motion that we approve the minutes from the September 26, 2019 
General Meeting. Darcy, Jen, and Brigette seconded and the motion was carried.    
 
3.  Brigette Denning and Katrin Mezger:  Treasurer’s Report 
The July 1, 2019 -October 21, 2019 Profit and Loss Statement and October 21, 2019 
Balance Sheet are Attachment 3.   
 
Brigette said that we are very healthy now; we have $91,911.64 including all assets.  
The Profit and Loss Statement shows our income and expenses so far.   We are very 
close to our Mustang Giving goal at $49,332.50.  Our directory sponsorship sales are at 
$2,835.00.  Our Dine Out Night brought in $475.18.  The School Store has brought in 
$6,495.00 but we’ve had a lot of expenses, so we’ve netted $1,500.00, which is 
fantastic.  Things are looking very good. This year’s directory sales are close to last 
year’s.  With our $81,000.00 or so we recommend allocating $50,000.00, leaving us a 
healthy amount for our expenses for the rest of the year, like Honor Roll, Red Ribbon 
Week, and other programs. 
 
Brigette asked that the budget be approved; Darcy approved, and Carrie seconded.   
Virginia asked whether the increase in the school store sales was related to the new 
items being sold in the store, and Brigette said yes, we’ve bought all new merchandise 
to stock the store.  Tera Springman is the school store chair and the Executive Board 
helps.  Virginia said she can help out with the store.   
 
Alyssa asked if we are at $15,000.00 for the spring, and Brigette said yes, but there are 
changes like the IRS fine that might change, but that’s about where we will be. 
Jen asked if that was Alyssa’s experience and Alyssa said we want to get the money 
into the school.   
Brigette said we can push it a bit and allocate more, if we want, but we want to be sure 
we have enough to cover expenses.   
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Darcy said King Soopers is a lot easier now if people will just connect their account.  It 
costs them nothing, and there’s no fuss with the gift cards.  We need to get people to do 
the things that cost them nothing, like for their online holiday shopping, use Amazon 
Smiles; it costs them nothing but it benefits the school.  These are super easy ways to 
get a little revenue that isn’t extra out of their pockets. 
Brigette said it might be worth a blurb asking if employers match for Mustang Giving 
Circle; every time Mustang Giving Circle is mentioned, there are more donations made. 
Kate Linden asked whether someone could be here and set up a computer so people 
can link their account for King Soopers right then.  Jen asked Alyssa whether that’s 
been done before and Alyssa said no. Kate said that the marching band at Creek just 
sent out instructions on how to set up the King Soopers benefit.  Brigette said it’s a good 
idea to have the computer set up. 
Alyssa said it might be something to think about at 6th Grade Parent Night. 
Darcy said the only negative aspect of Mustang Giving Circle was that people don’t 
want to pay the fee.  Gerry said people said didn’t want to pay the fee; they want to 
write a check and they say they will, but do they remember? 
Darcy said the KS thing is really easy but you’ve got to sit down and do it.  Gerry said at 
registration we could have a computer set up at check-in and do it.  Darcy said we could 
do it as people are waiting in line.  Brigette said we haven’t gotten a check from King 
Sooper yet so we don’t know how we are doing compared to last year.   
We’ve gotten $51.50 from Amazon Smile so far.  Darcy said that the big shopping time 
is coming up.  Gerry pointed out that you can’t set up Amazon Smile on the app.  You 
can do it on the browser on the phone, though, a parent commented.  She suggested 
that we take the app off our phones and just make a widget on our phone and use the 
widget like we would an app.  Gerry said your cart will go with you on Amazon Smile.  
Jen will have Brooke send out a blast about Amazon Smile and King Sooper.   
 
4.  Jennifer McDonnell and Darcy Kinnersley:  Presidents’ Report 
Fall Allocations Discussion and Vote to Approve 
The updated Allocations Request Spreadsheet is Attachment 4.  
Jen said that a few weeks ago we went through the allocations requests with Principal 
Meade and she narrowed down what can be covered by each department, so these 
requests have all been approved by her.   
Kate brought up the budget for mental health and asked about the PTO’s contribution to 
Mustang Money.  Gerry said that we gave $50.00 in kind to the Mustang Money 
program through the school store.  Kate asked what we are doing to support the 
emotional well-being of our kids.  Gerry said that these allocations are made in 
response to requests from each teacher or staff member.  She said in the past, the 
counselors have asked for software and computers.  Carrie pointed out that we have 
funded “Screenagers,” which will support the mental health of our community.   
Brigette said that as far as the counseling department is concerned, last year we funded 
school supply kits that could be donated to kids in need.  There are little projects like 
that always going on when there are specific needs, she added.   
Kate said that Counseling said that the PTO is backing the Mustang Money and she 
tends to think that middle school is a precarious point in their lives and she knows 
there’s a bullying initiative.  Alyssa explained that for allocations, we do not suggest 
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projects to be funded; the teachers and staff have to ask.  Alyssa said that last year 
there was an absence program put in place so parents don’t have to worry whether their 
kids are in class.  Darcy said that request came from Lissa Staal, and the PTO did 
support that.  Darcy added that we have to say, “this is what we can offer you,” but we 
can’t micromanage their departments.   
 
Turning to the Allocations Requests Spreadsheet, Darcy read each description aloud; 
those descriptions are found on the spreadsheet.  Further comments made about each 
request are noted here.   
1.  Classroom Calculators.  Darcy said that we are asking kids not to use their phones in 
class so this way there will always be a calculator available in class.  Alyssa asked of 
the allocations that we are presenting, how much money is available?  Brigette said 
there is $60,000.00, but it comes down to how many computers can we afford.  Darcy 
said there are big items that we could partially fund.  Darcy said the request indicates 
whether partial funding would be acceptable. 
2.  Portable piano.  Darcy said we thought this was a good one to fund.  
Gerry asked if we are voting one by one and Jen said we will vote at the end.   
Candice asked if we have to eliminate $10,000.00 or not; Jen and Darcy said we do, 
sort of.  Darcy said we can partially fund some of the requests.  Carrie said that the 
$60,000.00 includes all the computers. 
3.  Hands On Equation Fraction Set.   
Gerry asked if this is just for this teacher’s class and Darcy said yes. 
4. LanSchool.  Darcy said that a 1 year subscription enables them to monitor what 
students are doing on the computers, and we funded it last year.  Gerry asked if it 
disables the incognito tab and Darcy said yes, but Gerry said that her kids said that they 
are using incognito.  Darcy suggested that if anyone hears something like that, please 
tell Barry.  Gerry said maybe it’s classroom management that if you go on incognito, you 
don’t get to use the computer. 
5.  Unified PE.  In response to a question from a parent, Darcy stated that everyone can 
use it, not just the disabled kids. 
6.  One Book Once Campus.  Darcy said that this program is beneficial for everyone.   
 
Virginia left the meeting. 
 
7. iMac replacement.  Darcy explained that this is for a limited enrollment program.  
Barry is asking for 10 iMacs and Applecare, for a total of $12,440.53.  Each machine 
costs $1,049.00 and Applecare is $119.00 per machine.    
8.  Overdrive and Playaways.  Darcy commented that this request is for Language Arts, 
and we have supported it every year.  Students can digitally check out books, movies, 
and audiobooks.  Playaways are preloaded audio books.   
9. Makerspace supplies and technology.  Darcy stated that there are amazing 3D 
printed objects and it’s cool to see.  Kids can come in early or stay late to participate.  
The request comes out to $250.00 per quarter, which we felt is reasonable. 
10.  Dell 2 in 1 laptops.  Darcy stated that this is our biggest ask. Barry ideally would like 
102 machines to fill 3 carts; this request does not include the cost of carts because we 
would use the carts we have.  Darcy explained that we spoke with Barry to get a little 
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more information, and he told us that the Chromebooks are 6 years old and need to be 
replaced.  The students will not able to do testing on the old devices.  The district seems 
to be moving towards Dell, so the request is for Dell. We probably can’t fund in its 
entirety but we can partially fund it and he’s open to partial funding.   
Alyssa asked how many computers there are per cart and Brigette said 34.  The 
existing carts are supposed to only hold 32 computers, she said, but they can rig it to 
hold 34.  Jen said it’s very normal for us to partially fund a request from Barry.  Darcy 
said Principal Mead is good about seeing what’s in the school budget and what the 
departments can afford.  Gerry said she thinks it’s important for them to partially support 
themselves. 
11.  Bookmarks.   
12.  Orchestra sound system.  Darcy said that they do not currently have a sound 
system and we felt this would be a worthwhile tool.  Jen said Chelsea is new to the 
school and Principal Mead is very excited that she’s here.  Chelsea is trying to revamp 
the program. 
13.  Cellos and basses.  Darcy said that we’d discussed possible partial funding this 
request.  We thought partial funding might be right for one or two cellos. 
14.  16 EV3 bricks.  The request includes taxes, and Gerry said we shouldn’t pay tax.  
Brigette said Vicki will make sure there’s no tax paid.  Darcy said that Vicki is the 
bookkeeper and is more knowledgeable about shopping at reputable and approved 
websites.  Brigette said Vicki will give us any extra money back. 
Principal Mead was very excited about this request and thought it would be great for the 
program. It’s a big ask, Darcy said, but technology costs. 
15.  Spanish readers.  Darcy said that it’s not a huge ask but we discussed it and 
thought it’s a good way to be innovative and make the program exciting. 
16. Leveled literacy.  Darcy explained that this is for a teacher account for differentiation 
for IEP, ELL, and GT students, and this teacher is the only one who serves these 
students.  Principal Mead has talked about meeting the needs of ELL and IEP kids and 
this is one way to accomplish that.   
17. Laminator.  Darcy said that teachers spend so much time and money trying to 
create and preserve materials.  The current laminator doesn’t seal properly and ruins 
the item.  Laminating gives items much more life and benefits all the school and 
teachers.  Kate asked who funds the film.  Darcy said that the school would have to buy 
more film after the initial film that comes with the machine is used.  Gerry asked if 
Principal Mead could fund the supplies and then said they probably already have 
funding for the film.  Darcy said the teachers asked for microwaves and we said no 
because there’s no student benefit.  But this would benefit students and teachers. 
18.  Drone.  Darcy said that we’ve spent a lot of money on innovations and we want to 
make sure we’re continuing that.  Gerry asked if it’s for 2 classrooms and Darcy said it’s 
for trig students.   
Darcy emphasized that this is a pared down list.  There were other items that were not 
reasonable or feasible that we took off the list.  Now we get down to the total if we 
funded everything.  Alyssa asked if we moved the Shakespeare program to the spring 
allocations and Darcy said yes; there was a request for the program and PTO has 
funded it in the past, but it’s a spring program.  We want to see this money put to work 
immediately and since it doesn’t occur until the spring, we will vote to fund it in the 
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spring.  The teacher will not have to ask for it again because it will automatically be a 
part of the spring allocations requests.  Gerry said she’s happy because her child is in 
8th grade now and the program has gotten good reviews. 
 
Jen said the last request is a 3d print scanner and it’s not on the spreadsheet for some 
reason.  It is included in the $60,735.00 total if we funded everything, however. 
 
Alyssa asked what the cost would be if we funded 2 carts, and Brigette said that the 
price per cart of computers (or 34 computers) is $9,848.10. The cost for two cars of computers 
(68 total) is $19,696.20.  
  
Jen asked if anyone wanted to discuss anything.  A parent in attendance wanted to talk 
about the calculators, because the 8th and 6th grades will need them too.  Jen said the 
issue is that kids forget or lose them and they need them in class.  Jen said if the cell 
phone policy continues and it looks like it will, they will probably want more calculators 
for the other grades.  Darcy said calculators are also for sale in the school store; the 
teacher made the request for these calculators on behalf of the grade level.  Darcy said 
they might share the classroom calculators with other grade levels.   
 
Carrie asked if we’re going to fund both cellos and the basses.  Brigette said that the 
cost for computers for 68 computers and 3 instruments would be $50,886.00, and that 
amount is fine because the amounts will be tweaked a little. 
Jen asked if anyone has any questions or is opposed. 
A parent in attendance asked if we can fund more computers in the spring and Jen and 
Darcy said yes.  Jen said Barry will ask again in the spring and there will be more 
requests but not as many.  The parent said the other schools are at a 1:1 ratio of 
computers to students and Gerry said we were at that ratio with Chromebooks, but now 
we’re switching to Dells.  Brigette said that the computer funding does affect all the kids.   
 
Candice asked if we ever tell parents what we funded and here’s what we still need.   
Gerry said we could approach companies for grants.  Jen asked Alyssa if they tried to 
solicit funding for tech items.  Alyssa said they did try for IXL and they just never got 
anywhere with it; you have to be on their radar way before you need it.  Darcy said the 
company is looking at what’s in it for them, and the school doesn’t want to be seen as 
being owned by the company and it gets tricky.   
 
Getting back to Candice’s question, Darcy said that we try to be careful about asking for 
donations so parents don’t run away when they see us.  We try to ask once and no 
more.  Candice said you never know what’s going to strike a chord with parents.  Darcy 
said it’s something to think about and discuss more.  If parents are able and willing, 
wonderful, but we don’t want parents to think we’re always asking.  These are all 
teacher requests and needs and they’ve been reviewed and approved by the 
administration so these things would be valuable and the school can’t fund them. 
We reduced the number of Dell 2 in 1 machines so that rather than 102, we would fund 
68.  Brigette said she hopes we can get another big chunk of money in the spring.   
Brigette said that the total cost is $50,900.00, because she would round the amount in 
the check she writes to Vicki. 
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Darcy called for a vote to approve funding the requests for $50,900.00.  All were in favor 
and none opposed.     
Darcy said the spring allocation will be a lot smaller and we will see what we can do to 
use the funds immediately. 
Jen said we are still in need of a VP of Nominating.  The position really gets going from 
January to May and it entails reaching out to the community and managing the slate.   
 
Tonight from 4:00-8:00 is Dine Out Night at Jason’s Deli.  $16.00 of Darcy’s meal at the 
last Dine Out Night came back to the school.  Darcy assumes you can pick up or eat in.   
 
Darcy asked everyone to “like” the Facebook page and let us know if you want us to 
post anything. 
 
The next meeting is an Executive Meeting on November 7th and the next General 
Meeting is November 14th.  Darcy said that we plan to have the counseling team here 
on November 14th so they will be talking to the community about their programs and 
what’s going on; we aren’t sure yet who will be here.  The PTO Board asked Tiffany 
Harimon to be here and Julie Ahlgrim, who is Darcy’s kid’s counselor. Kristy Teigan will 
be here.  We are not sure if they will come as a team but they are preparing a 
presentation for us.  Darcy asked the attendees to let us know if there is someone they 
would like to hear speak and we will bring them in to talk to us.   
 
Darcy adjourned the meeting at 1:12.   
 
The next Executive Meeting is November 7, 2019.  The next General Meeting is 
November 14, 2019.   
 
 
 

 

 














